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 The craftsmanship of the cigar maker 



was shown in his ability to utilize wrappers to the best advantage to shave 
off the unusable to a hairbreadth, to roll so as to cover holes in the leaf and 
to use both hands so as to make a perfectly shaped and rolled product. These 
things a good cigar maker learned to do more or less mechanically, which 
left us free to think, talk, listen, or sing. I loved the freedom of that work, for 
I had earned the mind-freedom that accompanied skill as a craftsman. I was 
eager to learn from discussion and reading or to pour out my feeling in song. 
Often we chose someone to read to us who were a particularly good reader, 
and in payment the rest of us gave him sufficient of our cigars so he was not 
the loser. The reading was always followed by discussion, so we learned to 
know each other pretty thoroughly. We learned who could take a joke in 
good spirit, who could marshal his thoughts in an orderly way, who could 
distinguish clever sophistry from sound reasoning. The fellowship that grew 
between congenial shop mates was something that lasted a lifetime.  

 
 

(Samuel Gompers, Seventy Years of Life and Labor: An Autobiography, (New York: E.P. 
Dutton & Company, 1925), pp. 44-45. 
 
Now go to the Samuel Gompers Project's web site and read "Who Was Samuel 
Gompers, Anyway?" and look over the Timeline on the site devoted to his life. 


